- 


” U 4 
R . ae 


- 
, « 
1 1% & 1 - e*® 
— ix 4 ; , 


3 ” 
t . 


* 
* 
* 
, Zu 
Tad 
b W 
. 


- 
Y 
* 
* 
* 
PAS 
2 
* 
* 
* 
* * 


Ke. 
» a 
* 

* 


rinted for 


* 0 p ; 
* a a * LE 4 % 1 
# * * L * < : , F a 4 # 1 
; : . * 
4 * ©. 
" . i : £44 n * 
. Fe SSA ES ec + Yu . 44 2 r 
3 4 * * — — 
. — 
I oy —— 
: | A a #5 Sr Sos 
4 } 12 ; FE 
* * p þ %# 7 * * wt > >» 4 4 ; : 
* * 0 — 0 
* 
. : £ " Cy, 
6 * 6 
. 1 *. 3. 6 
7 * PF * 4 * * * . of : * 4 4 
8 
; , 1 * * 
_ , ( | 4 2 * y 
© . 
5 4 
5 — 
7 9 
7 * 1 
. -@ . — & 
3 bs * 
* f = 


1711. 2 


— Churchill at the Black Swan 
in Pater Nofter Row. 
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The Cafe of the Preſent Convocation | 


Confider d, &c. 
I F any Age can be ſaid to be more than ordinari- 


* _— , 
Ly ” A 
* la Jawoec ic. ah 1 


ly happy, in having ſufficient means of Inſtru- 
Admonitions which we Weekly receive from 
the Pulpit, in order to prepare us for a better World ; 
and beſides the regular Informations.concerning pub- 
lick Events, which Authority has For many Years di- 
rected to be publiſhed, that we may know what 
paſſes among, Mankind ; we have, of late Years, had 
ſettled Teachers, who in Penny Papers have upon Set 
Days taken Pains not to let us be ignorant of any 
Thing, which they thought worthy to be: known. 
It is not long ſince we had Rebellion Rehearfed 5 the 
Actions of our Superiors have been Obſerved; our 
Miſcarriages in Church and State Review d; the leſ- 
ſer Follies of Mankind Cenſured; Pot Boys have told 
us where, and how, Faction was diſcourag'd in the 
Perſons of its moſt powerful Patrons ; and Miſma- 
nagements under late Adminiftrations, have been | 
ſtrictly Examin d into: Surely we mutt either be ſafe 
ander ſuch a Maltitude of Counſellors, if Solomon's Word 
may be taken, or we muſt periſh under ſo many Phyfici- 
ans, which a great Man of Antiquity, long ſince ob- 
ſerv'd in his own Cafe. . Which of theſe is like to be 
our Condition, I will not gueſs; I ſhall only uſe the 
Liberty which my Fellow Directors have uſed before 
me; and whether I add to the number of Counſelors, 
or Phyſicians, let the Publick judge. 
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Of theſe Directors the Examiner would be thought 
to be one of the moſt conſiderable. He was ſo far 
1 | in 
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in the right, inthe Choice of his Uadertaking, that 
he might well be ſure there wou'd never want Mat- 
ter, to any Honeſt Man that wou'd make ſuch En- 


quiries, as every Honeſt Man, if otherwiſe rightly 


ualify' d, wou'd naturally make. And that he wants 


occaſion for the following Remarks. 


his Papers be read, his very Enemies muſt allow. 


Him therefore I iatend, as I ſee. Occaſion, to conſi- 
der z and where I apprehend he is deficient in his 


Accounts, or makes wrong Deductions from the Pre- 
miſes which he lays down, or inſinuates any thing to 


the Prejudice of Men or Cauſes, which do not de- 
| ſerve to be hardly thought of, I ſhall, wirhout any 


undue Reflections, or indecent Language, endea- 


vour to ſer him right, and undeceive the Publick. 


And this I ſhall chiefly do when he comes to Church 


Matters; being my ſelf a hearty Lover of our Fiſ- 
eqn Conſtitutton, and throughly grieved when I fee 


it wounded in any part, by thoſe of whon I am wil- 


ling to think that they wifh well to it, aud that they 

themſelves believe they do ſo, Inu making theſe Re- 
fectious, I ſhall fix no ſet Time; but as Oecaſion 
ſer ves, or Buſineſs permits 1 ſhall, where I think a 
Supplement may be wanting, endeavour, by adding 
one, to compleat our Author's Examination. 


My preſent ſubject ſhall be the Examiner, Numb. 
22, of December 28, 1710. in which having leſt my 


Lord Duke of Marlborough, and the Sicilian Pretor, to 


the Mercy of the People, he gives us his. Thoughts 
of the State of the Church. Chriſtmas, he canſider'd, 
was a holy Seaſon, and conſequently cou'd not be 


Petter obſery?d, than when it was employ'd upon fa 


holy a Subject; If he had carry'd that Conſideration 


A little farther, and had handled his Subject with that 
Impartiality and Tenderneſs, which might have been 
expected from ſahearty a Friend, he had certainly 


done more Seryice, and therg wou'd ha ve 1 
TI 


Col. 1.) That if the Majority of the lower Clergy ſhou'd 


to enquire into the Dates of tome Pꝛomotions, 0 c, 


Church and Kingdom (hid. Col. 3.) in a Convocati 


i T4 ] 

His Defign, in that Paper, is to inſinuate, That the 
Majority of our preſent Biſhops, are ſuſpected of Printi- 
ples bordering upon thoſe profeſs'd by Enemies to Epiſcopacy i 
(Exam. Numb. 22. Col. 3.) That they favour thoſe & 
Leaders that have a ſet Quarrel ag ainſt Cbriſtianity (ibid. 


differ from the preſent Set of Biſhops, it wowd cal ſome 
Things 10 mind, which might turn the Scale of general 
Favour to the inferior Clergy's fide ; who with a profound | 

Duty to her Majeſty, are perfectly pleaſed with the preſent | 
Tarn of Affairs: That this will make curious People apt 


to mind what Deſigns were then upon the Anvil, and 
from thence make malicious Deductions: (ibid. Col. 
3. 4.) That nothing (not even the ſpreading Blaſphe- 
my and Irreligion of the Age) had given him more of. 
Fence for ſeveral Tears paſt,” than to bbſenve how {ome | 
of that Bench had been careſſed by certain Perſons, | 
and others of them openly. celebrated by the in famous 
Pens of Atheifts; Republicans and Fanaticks : (ibid. 
Col. 4.) And, which he ſeems to think the ſaddeſt ; 
part of the Story, That there is no leaving 4 Staff and 
4 fair of Shooes at their Doors (ibid. Col. 3.) but that] 
Time and Moztality an only remedy theſe Incon- 
ventencies in the Church, which are not to be cured like 
#boſe in a State, by a Change of Miniitry,' (ibid. Col. 4.) 
By this a ſpiteful Reader wou'd be apt to think, that 
the Examiner wou'd infer, That he that knocks theſe 
Biſhops on the Head, does (by remedying theſe Incoa 
ventencies') the Church a real piece of Service. | 
He artfully accuſes the Archbiſhop, - in concert 
with ſome of his Brethren of Undutitulneſs to Her 
Majeſty, in not joining with the Lower Houſe in-any 
Addreſs of Thanks for Her moſt Gracious Letter ;and 
by proroguing the Convocation to ſuch a long aitance 0 
Time, of eluding all Methods of doing Service to th! 


ona 


| i Bs, | 
onal Way; and this he does at the very Time that 
he profeſſes vot to under ſtand Ecclefpaitical Aﬀairs well 
enough to comment upon this Matter (ibid. 
What he wou'd infer from all this odd and artful 
ſound of Words, is ſo plain, that a Man muſt be an 
Ideot not to underſtand it; nor wou'd our Examiner, 
I dare ſay, be willing to be miſunderſtood. Cou'd 
what he inſinuates, be plainly made out, then that 
Torrent of Blaſphemy and Hereſy, which of late 
Years has overflow'd us, might be in a great meaſure 
i laid at the Doors of his Ser of Biſbops. I joyn Iſſue 
therefore with him upon the Proof of theſe Accuſa- 
tions, (tor ſuch in Truth they are) and ſince I can- 
not concur with him in any of theſe Premiſes, at leaft 
in any one ſingle Concluſion which he wou'd draw 
from them, I ſhall reduce what I have to obſerve up- 
on this Matter, into the following Particulars. 
I. As the bold and brave Defences made before the Re. 
volut ion again# thoſe many Invaſions of our Rights, pro- 
ceeded principally from the Clergy; (ibid. Col. 1.) fo the 
moſt Conſiderable Men of that very Clergy, who . 
then made ſo brave a ſtand, are now the princip#1 
Members of this Majority of the Upper Houſe, which 
is at this time ſo unfortunate as to give ſo great Of- 
fence. , Thoſe Men that then reſiſted Tyranny and 
Idolatry ; ſome of whom ſuffer'd Impriſonment, and 
underwent an ignominious Trial, in Defence of 
the then expiring Liberty of their Conntrey, that 
Joined, at that Time, neither with Papiſts nor Fana- 
ticks ; that when the Church was in ctream Danger, 
were no otherwiſe moved than to exerr 'themſelves 
more vigorouſly in its Cauſe, are now the very Men 
Who are'traduced for ſtanding up for the Eſſential 
= Rights of an Epiſcopal Synod, againſt the Encroach- 
ments of their inferior Clergy, And I believe there 
Cannot be one ſingle Inſtance given of any of thoſe 
London Divines, who to their everlaſting Honour, in 
5 | thoſe 


. | 


ö employd to turn the Prieſt hood it ſelf into Ridicale (ibid. 


—— — — — 


[| choſe dangerous Times writ and pabliſh'd the-beit Cllection 


of Arguments againit Popery, that ever appear'd an the 
World (ibid. col; 1.) who now joyns with the Lower 


| Houſe in oppoſition to their Biſhops. Let every Man 


draw from hence what Confequences be pleaſes. 


col. 2.) which the Examiner does very juſtly look up- 
on to be one of the ſoreſt Evils which the Clergy in 
theſe Days labour under, ought by no means to be 


charged upon the Biſbops. The boldeſt, and the moſt 


inſolent Book of that ſort, is the - Rights of the Churcn. 


The firſt notice that was publicly taken of it was in 


N Dr. Wotton's Viſitation Sermon, preach d before the Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln at Nemport- Pag nel. In the Dedication © 
he declared, that it was printed at his Lordſhip's 


Command; and, as I have been informed, the Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln particularly directed him to preach | 
at that Time upon that very Subject. Dr. Turner 


cCame next, and his Deazcxtion ſhews upon whoſe Eu- 
Couragement be undertook. that Work. Dr. Potter, 


who came after, was Domeſt iat C haplain to the Archbiſhop 


| of Canterbury, when he publiſh'd his Diſcourſe upon 


that Argument. 'Theſe were all the 4»{werers that at 
firſt appear'd againſt that pernicious Book, except 


| Dr. Hickes; and all of theſe publiſh'd their Books by 
the Encouragement, and ſome of them under the im- 


mediate Direction of thoſe Biſhops, who muſt nom, 
by all means, be repreſented as Eneryes to the Church. 


Vet how long was Dr. 1A, then Fellow of All Souls, 
ſuffer'd at Oxford, after the Nghis appear d? He does | 


ſtill, I am ſure he did very lately, keep his Fellowſhip: : 


And yet all the World believes, that he had a very con- 


ſiderable Hand in Writing that Book. But whatſoever 


s done, or connived at, by ſome Men, is right, whilſt 
every thing that certain Biſhops do, or leave undone, 
| muſt of courſe be wrong⸗ Whereas,. if the Upiver-. 


f 


f, 


ſity of Oxon, or All Souls College, were excuſeable for 


g-- 3 4 2 
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not expelling Dr. T-—1, when he deny'd the Alle. 


gations, and they con'd not come at any legal Proof 
* againſt it (as they undoubtedly were) why are not 
23 theſe 1 be applauded, for ſetting ſuch Men 


to anſwer t 


t Book as they judged to be equal to the. 
Work ? And when Mr. Dodwell attacked (or at leaſt 
weakned) the Belief of the natural Immortality of the 
Soul, it was a Chaplain to One of theſe ſame Biſhops, . 
the excellent Dr. Clark, who undertook him, and 


others afterwards, who ſtruck at the ſame Thing, 
tho upon contrary Principles, and effectually anſwer d 


all their Arguments. Here I woeu'd juft obſerve, 


© Thar we do not owe Mr. Doawell's Syſtem to the Pe- 
dantry of Republican Politicks which has done ſuch: infinite 


Miſchief among as. (ibid. col. 2.) In one Word, finee 
Men can do no more in order to redreſs Grievances, 
than the Laws will let them, let both fides lie under 


* x * 


aa equal Diſpenſation, either al Carrion-Crows, or all 
Does, which this Examiner pleaſes. | 


III. The Biſhops then are not to be blam'd fer 
what they cannot poſhbly help, and what they have 


labour'd to Remedy, by applying: the only Medi- 


ſuch as do not ſet their Names to their Lucubratiuns) 


Foundations of Religion and Civil Government, is evi- 


dent; and the unſucceſsful Attempts to puniſh ſeve- 


ral Delinquents of this kind, may fatisfie thoſe who 


are not before-hand reſolv'd to find Fault. Iwou'd 
gladly ask, our zealous Examiner,” who out of x 


tender concern for his Countrey, is ſo earneſt in 
handling the Abuſes during the late Nanagement, (ibid. 
col. I.) why this New Miniſtry have not puniſh'd 
fome of theſe impious or heretical Writers ſince they 
have been employ'd > The Writings of , andk 
| 12 1 . 1 — . 


[8] 
A=—£, ond Dodwell, and C—2, 


nd 74, 
\ 


Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel ; And for this I blame. 


him not. Theſe Affronts are indeed abominable ;ʒ 


and if the late Miniſtry were too {lack in putting a 
Stop to them, they are juſtly puniſh'd for that their 


Slackneſs. But indeed, our Laws in this particular 
are exceedingly defective: We 


Confuſion. The preſent Miniſtry, God be praiſed, 
cannot pretend Ignorance in this Matter ; and the, 


Legiſlature ſeems, at preſent, to be ſo entirely in 


their Hands; that they may check theſe Abuſes for 


the time to come if they pleaſe: And when that is. | 
done, it will be a proper time to accuſe the Biſhops 
of negle&, if any ſuch ſhall” happen. But till this 
| Abuſe be rectify'd, till Printers ſhall be afraid to 


Publiſh any thing that may hurt Religion, Good 


Manners, or Civil Government, all ſuch Clamours; | 
will be impertinent ; and by being retorted, will 


* 


only ſerve to do thoſe a Miſchief that raiſe them. 


IV. But the way to redreſs this Grievance (we 
are told) is to be paved by the Convocation. Why 


did not the Biſhops encourage thoſe Cenſures of 
heretical and blaſphemous Books, which the Lower 


Houſe of Convocation was formerly ſo ready to 
| They could not do it, they. 
had no legal Power; and if they had, yet the Lower 


inflict? Soft and Fair: 


Houſe by denying the Archbiſhops Authority over. 
them, ſtopp'd all buſineſs at firſt, by breaking with 
the Biſhops at the very Entrance. But ſhou'd not. 


the Biſhops, for the publick Good, have waved theſe 


unneceſſary Forms & Such Reaſonings as theſe from 
3 : EE. | Presbyters 


do as much Miſchief now, as they did a Year, 
ago. The Zeal of the  Hoaſe of the Lord (we 
may ſuppoſe) fir d Dr. Sacheuerell then to exclaim, Þ 


| groan under too, 
much Liberty; and this Licentiouſneſs of the Prefs, . 7 
will, ſooner or later, if not reſtrain'd, bring us into 


ot EEE 


(5%) ,  "n 
J | Prexbyrers-to their Biſbops, wow'd have founded ad- 
mirably in the Primitive Church: And the Argu- 
e ment it ſelf ſhall be fully conſider d by and by. In 
the mean time, I wou'd obſerve, That no one Con- 
oo voc ation, t hat I know of, ſince the Reformation, has 
je ever Cenfar'd any Books. In Queen Elizabeth's 
a | time, Cartwright and Martin Mar-Prelate, and ſeve- 
a ral other Parka Writers that were difaffetted to 
ir I Fpiſcopacy, wrote with great Petulancy againſt the 
ir | Biſhops; and among the P#pifs, Campian, and 
Parſons, and Alan, and many more, aſſerted in 
Print, the rebellious Doctrine of Depoſiag, and ev ea 
& Maurdering Heretical Princes. Under King James I, 
dg, Bellarmin and his Gang, wrote. againſt the Oath of 
& Alegiance, and conſequently aſſerted the Lawfulneſs 
| of Abſolving Rebellious Subjects. In King Charks Is 
RNeign Prj»ze. and Baſffwick, and Bartos, traduced 
the then Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtration;and the Hiur arch, 
s in a villainous manner; and in King Charles IPS Time, 
„ ſome Nonconformiſts wrote very undecently in deſenee 
of their Schiſm: Yet I have not heard that in all 
4. chat Time any Convocation ever Atrempted to Cen- 
ſure any one ſingle Book. What then, Did they fit 
ſtill and leave all theſe Things to the ' High Com- 
miſſion Court, or the Starr- Chamber? Noz; but they 
Cenſur'd Propoſſtions freely, and by fo doing, de- 
SY clard and aſcertain d the Doctrine of the Church. 
90 Biſhop OveraPs Convocation Book in 1606, (which * 
was juſt after the Gunpomder Treaſon; and when 
Father Garnets diabolical Doctrine of Equivocation 
vas freſh in all Men's Mouths,) is an illuſtrious 
Inſtance of this Truth. This is properly the Bufi- 
nets of a Convocation. To Condemn any particular 
ch Boot, will not have ha'f ſo good an Effect, as to 
Condemn the perniciois Propoſttions which+in that 
la Bool are contain'd;#. The other is more properly tile 
Work of the Secular Magiſtrate; who has (or ought 
B to- 


to have) Power ſufficient to bring the Authors of 


not be againſt it. If they ſhou'd, let the Examiner 


| ery aloud and ſpare not; but then, and not till then, | 


if they had yielded to the 4rchbiſbop's Claim, they 
might then (as they may ſtill) have gone on to do 
Buſineſs, and thereby have throw all the Odium i 


ſuch Books to condign Puniſhment; Tho? if the way 
were clear'd, and both Houſes cou'd jointly agree to 
do Buſineſs together; and it ſhou'd be thought pro- 
per by the Government to have any particular Books 
cenſured in Convocation, I dare ſay the Biſhops wou'd i 


then find fault; he may then, if he fees Occaſion, | ; 


will be the Time. I dare boldly averr he never will | 
have any Reaſon; and till I ſee my ſelf confuted by 


Ls 


the Event, I ſhall perſiſt in this Opinion. 


v. One wou'd think indeed that theſe violent Op- 
poſers of the Archbiſhops Power have been infatuated 
all along in rhe whole Courſe of this Diſpute. When 


they ſaw that the Upper Houſe, in all their Claims, Wi 


appealed ſtill to ancient Regiſters, and conſtant Pra-. 
ctice; and when they themſelves neither cou'd, nor It 
dar'd to deny, that they were their lawful Saperiors; 


upon their Lordſhips. If the Biſhops had really been 
Enemies of the Church, if they had been Favourers 


of Hereticks and Blaſphemers, this had been the way 


to have laid them open, and they wou'd then have 
had a plauſible pretence of expoſing them to the 


whole Nation. Whereas now by-ſtanders will be f 
tempted to ſay, that ſinee the Lower Houſe can do 


no good in Convocation; without theſe Biſhops, they 
are reſolved that this Ser of Biſhops ſhall do no gvod M1 
at all; and when they have ty*d up their Hands, they l 
2 blame them for not acting, as if they were at Li- g 
erty. | 6 = : 
VI But fay theſe Men, who ty*d up the Hands of 4 
my Lords the Biſhops? Why did the Archbiſhop af. 
ter 4 ſbort Conſultation with ſome of his Brethren 2 2 
_ Aiate 


. 
of diately adjourn the Convocation for a Month ? (ib. col. 3.) 
Ly | eſpecially when all that the Lower Houſe defir?d, was, 
to That Her Majeſty might be thanked for Her moſt 
o- Gracious Letter? Was not this to elude Her Majeſty's 
ks pious Intentions of doing good? And where can this 
d be laid, but at his Grace's Door? This is the popular 
ver ¶ Cry, and I have ſeen ſome good and pious Men run 

on, away with it. The Story of the late Prorogation 
from Dec. 25. to Jan. 17. is told by our Examiner very 
S lamely, tho? not without Art. It will be neceſſary 
Wfirſt to ſtate the matter of Fact right, when that is 


done, juſt Remarks may be made upon it. 


)p- F VIE. In the firſt place then we are to obſerve, that 
ted Her Majeſty's Letter was directed to the Archbiſhop 
hen alone, as Preſident of the Convoration of the Province of 
ms, WCanterbury : That has always been the manner of 


Idirecting Letters from the Crown. The Method al- 
ter wards has been for the Archbiſhop to rake notice 


ors ; to the Queen in Perſon, thar he had receiv'd ſuch a 
hey Fetter, and communicated Her Majeſty's Pleaſure 
> do to both Houſes, either in Perſon, or to the Lower 
lum FHouſe by the Prolocutor. And the Lower Houſe 
deen never thought themſelves oblig'd to take particular 
Irers notice of any ſuch Letters, but left the Care of that 
Way go the Preſident, to whom it did of right belong. 
ave 


lowever, when the Aadareſs, which the Lower 
Houſe had agreed to, was read, and given to the 
ll be Prolocutor.upon December 13. he carry'd it to the 
no do Lower, who agreed to it in every Clauſe, only de- 
they ed that ſome particular Notice might be taken in 
god he Addreſs of Her Mejeſtys Letter. This Meſlage, 
they) he Prolocutor carry'd up to their Lordſhips, and they 
t Li greed to what was delir'd ; and a general Claaſe 
&/ Thanks was accordingly drawn up, aod inſerted 
nto the Body of the Addreſs, In that Clauſe, they 
2xpreſs their Thankfulneſs to Her Majeſty for Her Piety 
1 raking ſuch Care of the Charch, which was ſhewn 

1 2 B 2 1 in 
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Houſe ; their Lordſhips refuſed to accept it; and | 


to the Lower Houſe ; becauſe they knew his Grace 


Matter. Nor did they refuſe to inſert a Clauſe of I 


Firſt then, Her Majeſty had been informed, that Can · 


TT 7 24 7 


in Her moſt gracious Letter. When the -Adareſs, 
with this Claaſe inſerted, was carried down to the 
Lower Houſe, it was by them judged inſufficient ; | 
and a Committee was appointed to draw up ſuch a. | 
Clauſe, or Clauſes,tobe tack'd to the Addreſs, as might | 
fully expreſs their Senſe upon this Occaſion. A Com- 
mittee thereupon was named, who drew up ſuch a 
Tack upon Decemb. 15. This Tack, (or Amendment, | 
to ſpeak in the Stile of the Houſe of Commons, which | 
they are ſo fond of) was-preſented to the Upper | 
declared, That they adhered to their former Claaſe, 
and that adherence was fignify'd by the Prolocutor to 
the Lower Houfe; after which, the Archbiſhop Pro- 
ud the Convocation to the 27 of auuary. The Bi- 
ſhops did not excuſe their not mentioning the Queen's 
Letter in the Addreſs which they at firſt feat down | 


wou'd wait upon Her Majeſty: on purpoſe about that ; | 
Thanks when they were defir'd : But they adhered 3 


to the general Clauſe which was given to the Prolo- 
cutor at firſt, having Reaſons for ſo doing, which | 


they thought themſelves oblig d to abide by. Theſe | 


Reaſons did not in the leaſt proceed from any Un- 
dutifulneſs towards Her Majeſty, or from any Diſ- | 
fatisfa&tion at Her expreſſing her earneſt Deſire, that 
their Meeting ſhou'd be made as Advantagious as 
it poſſibly could to Religion and the Chur. 
VIII. The Queen's Letter to the Archbiſhop has 
been ſo often printed, that there is no need of tran- 
ſ{cribing it in this Place. And therefore when their 


| Lordſhips Reaſons are ſet down, in which I believe IF. 


am not miſtaken, they will be eaſily underſtood. 


vocations had been in all Times caſtomarily call d 
along with Parliaments. It is well known why wy 
| had 


been formerly affirmed, and that with great 
he e the indefatigable Aſſer tor of the Rights, 
„Powers, and Privileges of the Lower Houſe. This Fact 
à has ſince been ſtrickly examin'd into, and upon En- 
t quiry from the Beginning of Convocations in King 
Eaward Is Time, it has been found that Parliamems 
have been very often call d without Convocations, and 
Convocations without Parliaments ; That Convocations 
have met when Parliaments had bees fitting. ſome: 
Time before; and have ſat after Parliaments have 
been diſſolv d. This the Biſhop of Lincols has put 
„ beyond Contradiction, from the Original Records 
of both Bodies, in his moſt Elaborate Account of _ 
ro» Engliſb Synods, which he calls the State of the Church. 
i= and Clergy of England, This Hiſtory of their. ref 
| tive Meetings has never yet been call'd in Queſtion. 
Since their Lordſhips therefore, apprehended that 
Her Majeſty had been miſ- inform'd in this particular, 
hat they were unwilling to ſay any thing in their Addreſs 
- of F- which might either look like Queſtioning the Truth 
d |} of the Information which had been given to Her 
| Majeſty, or like aſſerting what they had juſt Reaſon, 
to diſ- believe; which yet they muſt have done, 
had they concurr'd with the Lower Houſe in their 
Amendment. The Lower Houſe were Themſelves 
ſo ſenſible of this, that in their Paper, which they 
„ 8 to their Lordſhips upon Decemb. 15th, in- 
ſtead of in all Times, they put, which has cuſta- 
marilp been Aſſembled; which for a Century and half, 
is certain! x 
an- IX. But this is not all: Her Majeſty exhorts the 
heir Convocation in general (i. e. both Houſes) To lay aſide 
ve I aunreaſonabiè Diſputes about unneceſſary Forms and 
bod. Mes hods of Proceeding. And the Lower Houſe, in 
Con- their Addition to the Addreſs, aſfute Her Majeſty they 
ala will do ſo. Now this comprehendsagreat deal: It come 


ay S prehends no leſs than an Independency of the Lower 
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leave: That the Lower Houſe cannot act Synodical; 


© 0 „ 
Houſe upon the Upper, or at leaſt, a co-ordinate Power 
with it ; and ſets them at liberty to Meet when, and as 
they pleaſe: To begin what Buſineſs they may think 
neceſſary, and that without the Conſent and Leave 
of the Preſident firſt asked. And this is taken from 


a Notion, that they are a Spiritual Hoaſe of Commons, 
and conſequently a Body entirely diſtinct from the Bi- 


Pops, who conſtitute the Upper Houſe. This their 

Lordſhips deny in every Article. They ſay that the | 
Archbiſhop Calls the Synod by his Own Authority, after | 
having receiv'd Her Majeſty's Writ ro permit or re- 
quire him to ſo do: That he commands the Lower 
Houſe to chooſe a Prolocutor, and with the Conſent 
of his Brethren, Confirms, or Accepts him when he is 
preſented : That without this Confirmation, or Accep- 
tance, the Perſon whom the Lower Houſe chooſe to 
be their Prolocutor, cannot act: That this Prolocator 
is in the Language of their Regiſters, the Referendary 
of the Lower Houſe, i. e. one who is to carry Meſ- 
ſages and Admonitions from the Upper Fouſe to the 
Lower, and to repreſent their Senſe, and to carry 

their Petitions to the Upper: That originally the Sy- 
nod met all in one Houle in this, as it ſt ill does in the 
other Province; and when it was divided, the Preſi- 
dent commanded the inferior Clergy to choofe one who 
was to be their Mouth, who might ſpeak their Senſe, 
and keep up the neceſſarylntercourſe with theBiſhops: 
That when the Archbiſhop ſends for the Prolocutor, 
he is bound to attend: That he only can carry up 
Meſſages from the Lower Houſe to my Lords the Bi- 
ſhops : That the Archbiſhop alone receives the Certi- 
fcates of his Suffragans, wherein they ſhew their ha- 
ving obey' d his Grace's Mandate: That he only judges 
or authorizes Others to judge of, conteſted Elections, 
and gives leave of abſence : That he proceeds by way 
of Puniſhment upon Abſenters and Departers without 
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['16)) 
ly, but when the Upper Houſe is alſo fitting ;- nor 
meet for. any Buſineſs, but only by his Direction: 
That when he prorogues them by his Schedule, ſent 
'& dovin to them for that purpoſe, they are thereby pro- 
A rogued to the Time in that Schedule ſpecify'd. Theſe, 
5 with ſeveral other Powers and Privileges, the Biſhops 
affirm to have been actually lodged in the Archbiſbop, 
as Preſident of the Convocation, time out of mind; ſo 
that as far as the Regiſters will carry us, they think 
this is an Uſage which has in all times been accuſtomed ; 
and this Subordination is quite a different Thing from 
2 what is practis'd by the two Houfes of Parliament. 
4 There the Lords may deſire a Conference when they 
SZ pleaſe with the Commons, but that is all; the Notion 
of deſiring implies a Power in the Commons to refuſe, 
or agree to, ſuch a Conference as they pleaſe; and the 
Lords do not pretend to a Power to ſend for the Com- 
mona either in a Body, or by their Speaker, at plea- 
ſ- © fure: That is a part of Her Majeſty's Prerog ative, 


rr Es ar ——— — — 


be conſtitutionally different from any Lay Senate jet 


the Biſbop. This was the Univerſal Voice of the Pri- 
mitive Church, from S. Ignatius downwards: Other- 
wile it is no Hierarchy, and it is as efferitial to the 


the Metropolitan ſhou'd be properly the Head of his 


 dain, Inſtitute, and Confirm: Nay a great deal more 
khan to Confirm, which poſſibly might be performed 
by private Presbyters, if the Church had fo decreed. 


neſs to Her Majeſty, that the Biſhops did not par- 
xicularly ſpecifie their Thanks to this Part of Her 

Letter: They believed that ſhe was miſ- inform'd by 
' thoſe that aſſured Her, that thoſe were anneceſſary 
Forms and Methods of Proceeding, which they judge 
to be abſolutely neceſſary to keep up the Sabordinat ion 


the breaking of this Subordination of the Lower 
Houſe to the Upper, wou'd not only weakenz: but | 
in a manner alter, and ſubvert our Epiſcopat-Eonfti= 


give their Aſſent to any Diminution of the Suboedi: 
nation. Men may part with their om as tliey pt: 


18 
receives the Certificates of every Biſpep, teſtifying, | 
that they have obey*d his Grace's Mandate: And hꝰ 
calls over the Names of the Members, and pronoun- 
ces the Abſenters contumacious, and reſerves the Pu- 
niſhment of that their Contamacy to himſelf; and 
there are ſeveral Inſtances of Saſpenſion from the Pro- 
fits of their Benefices inflited by the Archbiſhop upon 
the Diſobedient. The Examiner thinks this to be a 
range Contrivance (ibid. col. 3.) tho the very nature 
of an 1 Snod requires it ſhou'd be con- 
vened in fome ſuch way. No wonder then if Synods ® 


#nown in the World (ibid.) For in the Government of 
the Charch, nothing can be regularly done without 


Conſtitution of ſuch an Epiſcopal Charch as ours, that 


Province, as it is that he, or his Suffragans,ſhou'd Or- 


XI. It was not therefore out of any Undutiful- 


„ 
* 


of 4 Provincial Synod. And ſo long as they think that 


mgmt 
1e. f | * di- 


tution, ſo long they cannot with a {ate 


ing, But for Biſhops to part with the Depoſitum of the 
he Church, which is lodg'd in their Hands, may as juft 

= Iy brand them with 1 ame of Traditors, as any 
n the Primitive Church, ng 4 
and YII. For I wou'd farther obſerve, that the re- 


Pro- mainingRegifters of Convocation from K. Henry VIII, 
pon to King Charles II, (which may be ſeen at large in 


the Synodus Anglicans, publiſh'd by Dr. G fend, arp 
ure ¶ unanimous in giving the ſame Power to. former Preſis 
on- dents, which the preſent Preſident claims. That 
nod: power was never thought dangerous in their Hands, 
I Wer then ought hisSueeeflors to think of him, i 
t of he gives it up * Thoſe that are not moved by Argu- 
wut meats drawn from the Nature of Epiſcopal Sywods, 
Pri- from the Obedience which Presbyters owe to their 
| Biſhops, and Suffr ans tO their Metropolitans, yet will 
perhaps be mov? by Journals of” Convocation, and 
1 Resor of ancient Forms and Methods of. Proceeding, 
his $ Cuſtom and Ufage"may poſſibly ſway» with theſe 
Or- Mien; and that may lead them to think, that thoſe, 
ore ff who under a Popiſh Prince, Iabour'd ſo heartily 70 
Hale off YOKES of every kind from the Necks of 
Engliſbmen, ought now to ſtand up for thoſe: juſt 


Kul- privileges, which their Predeceſſors enjoy'd under 
at- Heu WII, and his Daughter Queen Elisabeth, 
er and have been in Poſſeſſion of ever ſince. The in- 


vidious Inſinuations againſt the Biſhops, as if they 
maintain'd Principles bordering. upon theſe profeſs'd by. 
Enemies to Epiſcopacy (ibid. col. 3.) muſt in this 

„iaſtance fall ro the Ground; becauſe tho? we 
e, ſhou'd ſet aſide particular Cuſtom and Uſage, to 
an, Which my Lords the Biſhops do ſo conſtantly appeal, 
yet in this caſe they ſtand up for the Subordination 
of Presbyters to their Biſhops, even in the higheſt In- 


art ſtances. Is this Presbyterianiſm? Let out Examiner 

Ale: affirm it if he dares, To which Se& of Diſſenters do 

Rut the Upper Houſe of Convocation lean in this particular? 
l C 


Wil 


[ 18 ] 
Will not a vigorous adhering to theſe Principles, 
when Time and Mortality ſhall have cleared the | 
' Ground of his Set of Biſhops, ſtrengthen the Hands | 
ol their Succeſſors, who poſſibly. may have the Hap- % 
}.' pineſs to be more in the Examiner good Graces than 
this preſent Majority? Who can tell but in future 
Generations, if theſe Innovations ſhou'd be given way # 


to, the Church of England might have reaſon to curſe 


the preſent Biſhops if they ſhou'd break into the good 
odlcd Method by. which Parker, Whitgift, and Bancroft, 
and Laad, and Juxon, and Sheldon, and Sancroft, held 
their Convocations? Shall Parliaments be applauded #2 
for adhering to their juſt Rights, and ſhall Biſhops, 
to whom their Clergy are bound to pay Canonical 
0 Obedizne, and that too upon Oath, be ill uſed for 
% adhering totheirs? What elſe can thoſe Men mean, 
Who endeavour firſt to ſet Her Majeſty againſt her 
; Biſhops, by prepoſſeſſing her, that what they have 
hitherto done in aſſerting their Snodical Rights, has 


| been wnneceſſar7 as well as auſtzſ ab,; anch then 10 


bid the People join in the ſame Complaint? Their- 
CLordſhips have not attempted to abridge the Lower 
Houſe of any of the Privileges which their Predecef-. 
ſoors have at any time enjoy d. They are not debar'd 8 
the Liberty of debating upon - whatſoever is 
|. brought to them: They have a final Negative upon 1 
every thing that the Upper Houſe wowd have pafs i 
* intoan Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution : They may lay 


the Grievances of the Clergy, and whatſoever things 
they may judge co ſtand in need of Reformation, with 


the utmoſt Freedom, before the Upper Houſe, and iſ 
they may petition for Redreſs. In matters relating 
immediately to their own Houſe, they may appoint i 
Committees of their own to examine them. This 
they may legally do, and it is what the Presbyters of 
no Epiſcopal Church in the World but ours, are al- 
low d to do in any Eccleſiaſtical Hnods. | x 1 
0 | | | : | III. 


es, XIII. But it is ſuggeſted, - that :heſe Biſhops ought 
the not to be traſted with fo great a Power. Conſe- 
ids | quently then they muſt forfeit it for themſelves and 


ap- their Succeſſors. For what reaſon > Are they Heres 
an ticks? Charge them with it openly in God's Name. 
ure Here was heretofore a ſufficient Cauſe of Deprivati- 


ay Jon, and is ſo now : But this is not pretended. No, 
rie the Dates of the Promotions are laid to their Charge 3 


od and their voting in the Houſe of Lords, where they 
oft, Fit in their Civil Capacity as Barons, as well as in their 
eld Spiritual as Biſhops, is brought in as an Accuſation, 


led For the firſt, we know that ſeveral of them were put 
PS, into the vacant Sees of the Non-juring Biſhops. This 
cal was ſo far from being a Crime, that conſidering 


for the great perſonal Merit of thoſe Prelates, who un- 
an, | th at that Time ſtood out; (moſt of whom had 
her Wuſft before nobly withſtood the Invaſions of Popery 


ave Wnd Arbitrary Power among us,) it ought to be men- 
has Mion'd to theſe Mens Honour, that they were willing 
to Fo bear that popular Odium which they might ratio- 
jeir · hally expect to meet with. Had King William a 
wer Power to nominate to vacant Sees? And were not 
ceſ-. hoſe Sees vacated for Offences of State by a Parlia- 


rd rentary Authority? None but Facobites deny King 
is Pilliam's Power in this particular, or diſpute the Au- 
pon hority of the Parliament in that particular. What 
dafs ther Dates then does the Examiner mean? Does he 
lay clude all the Biſhops that were nominated under the 
ngs te Miniſtry 2 This indeed wou'd be mighty reſpect- 
ith Wil to Her Majeſty, who during that very Interval 
and MWominated more Biſhops than one, who are not ſu- 
ing pected of approving the Civil Meaſures then taken, 


nd if She then nominated Biſhops who are not ſu- 
Weed of Principles bordering upon thoſe profeſſed by 
nemes to Epiſcopacy, why thou'd we ſuppoſe the was 
jot as well apprized of the Characters of the reſt? 
XIV. But they have voted wrong in the Houfe of 
_— C 2 Lord 


LES — BT ns 


"tt 
6 


Queſtion always ſtanch in that Houſe to the Intereſt I 


previous to thoſe Queſtions, the Mob may in Time 
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Lards. Has this Writer been always preſent 3 F 
Queſtions were debated in that Houſe, that he can | 
judge ſo perfectly whether their Lordſhips were in the | 
wrong, or not > Or have the Tories been in every | 


of the Church ? Perhaps Inſtances could he given, in 
which they may ſeem to have left it, for Reaſons, I | 
doubt not, which fatisfy'd their Lordſhips, which 4 
thoſe without Doors cou'd not ſo well judge of. Such | 
Accuſations as thefe, are extreamly pernicious, becauſe þ 
they naturally bring the nobleſt Body of Men in the 
World down to the Judgment of the People. For if 
the People muſt take upon them to condemn Lords for 
voting in their own Houſe according to their Opini- 1 
ons, and that too very often in Caſes where theſe thier 
Cenſors cannot be ſuppoſed to have heard the Debates 


come to be their Maſters. The Lordi ought for the 
Honour of their own Body effectually to check ſuch Lil | 
berties, elſe they may poſhbly ſmart when it is too late. | 
Proximus ardet 2 

Ucalegon ; 


When the Lay Lords in 1641, Voted the 3 
uſeleſs for not entring into their Meaſures, they Vo- 
ted themſelves, at long run, out of the Houſe too; 
and thoſe that firſt induced them to part with that 
Bench, thought the whole Houſe of Lords afterwards 
to beaN ice. Beſides, who without Doors can 
affirm, that the Biſhops, in any one ſingle Inſtance 
ſince the Revolution, can be charg'd with voting in 
ſuch a manner, as no honeſt Man could concur with} 
them > Honeſty is not confin'd to Parties; and the 
hbneſteſt Men are not neceſſarily. for that Reaſon al-| 
ways the moſt quickſighted. I do not ſay, nor da] 
think, nor poſſibly do they think themſelves, that they 
have always been in the Right, Good Men may be 
led by wrong Reaſons at one Time, the Gag” - 

„„ 


I which Reaſons they may be very ſenſible of at ano- 
ther. And their Lordfhips pretend no more to In- 


21 


fallibility more in the Houſe of Lords, than they do 


in the Pulpit. I am not afraid to inſtance in the late 
Caſe of Dr. Sacheverell. He was impeach'd upon four 


2 3 Articles, of which only the firſt Was. Doctrinal. The 


Houſe of Lords, when they adjourned to their own 


ich © Houſe after the Tryal, to conſider of the Sentenc 


order'd that every Lord ſhould give his Opinion only 
1 in general, Guilty, or not Guilty, without ſpecify ing 
any of the particular Articles, of which any Lord 


if might think the Dr. Guilty. Suppoſe now any Lord, 


2 whether Lay or Spiritual, thought him guilty of abu- 


i- fing the Queens Miniſters, (which all Governments 
jer ever did, and ever will look upon as a High Miſde- 


| meanor in a private Perſon) Was not that Lord 
bound in Conſcience to find him Guilty 2 Yet he could 


not ſingle out that Article from the reſt, becauſe it 
was forbidden by an Order of the Houſe. And ſo of 


any of the reſt. Yet this has been ſufficient to make 


theſe Biſhops ſuſpected by their Clergy, and Pains las 


been taken to render them Odious upon this very 
Account, | L 8525 

XV. I cannot leave this Subject, without obſerving 
how very unreaſonable, (to ſay no more) this Oppo- 
fition on the part of the Lower Houſe is at this Con- 


juncture. Her Majeſty Admoniſhes them equally with 
the Upper Houſe, in Her Letter. They know one 


el ſide muſt recede. The Biſhops declare, that theſe 


Forms and Methods of Proceeding, are in their Judg- 
ments Eſſential to the Conſtivution of an Epiſcopal Sy- 


k nod. The Presbyters do not pretend the ſame of 


their Claims of Independency : And their Diſpute 
Is with their LAW FUL BISHOPS. No Pres- 


byters need be aſham'd in ſuch a Caſe of yielding 


firſt. And they know that nom the Church is in no 
Danger from any Thing which its Biſhops can do 1 
| we gainſt 


: .\_- I'S: | 
” againſt it. Love of doing Good, and a true Zeal for the 
\ Chriſtian Religion, which is ſo openly inſulted in this 
impious Age, ought to carry them much farther than 
this. And when a Primciple of Obedience tothoſe whom 
God has ſet over his Church, works thoroughly, when it 
is conſiſtent with its ſelf, and all of a Piece, it will make 
thoſe who are ſo poſſeſs'd with it, tremble to think that 


they ever were the occaſion of hindering that Good to 


it be effected, which God, by his Providence called upon 
them to effect. STE, | | | 

; XVI. This Paper is by no means intended to juſtify 
the Whiggs, but only to vindicate the Biſhops, who are 
accuſed of betraying the Church, becauſe they have 
ſometimes voted along with them. With that View it 
is not foreign to my Deſign to obſerve, that in ſome of 
the moſt Remarkable Inſtances of Her Majeſty's Con- 
cern for the Church, thoſe who are now call'd Whiggs, 
have endeavour'd to ſerve it as faithfully, and would 
have ſerv'd it as ſucceſsfully, as it has been ſerv'd by others. 
So that the Biſhops obſerving their readineſs in Matters 
immediately, relating to the Church's Good, and know- 
ing theſe Perfons to be thoroughly Zealous, in oppoſing 
the Pretender, and reſiſting that Foreign Power, which 
would bring him in by Force among us, and finding, 
beſides, that they were upon all occaſions ready to do 
them perſonal Acts of Friendſhip; it would be no Won- 
der, if they ſhould have thought better of them, and of. 
their Deſigns, than ſome of them may have deſerv'd. 
But this they beſt know themſelves 

XVII. However, fince Parties, as well as Perſons 
have a Right to Juſtice, and the concealing of the good 
Actions of thoſe we think amiſs of, is not the way to re- 
concile them, or their Followers, to our Intereſt ; it may 
be expected, that I ſhould Inſtance in ſome great Service, 
Which the Whiggiſh Miniſtry have ever done to the 
Church. The Inſtance I ſhall give, is, in that Noble 
Benefaction which Her Majeſty gave to the Poorer 
' Clergy, in the beginning of Her Majeſty's Reign, wien 
She parted with the Firſt-Fruits and Tenths for their Ad- Fi 
vantage. The Examiner ſays, it was hop'd, The Nation M. 
would have follow'd ſuch an Example, which nothing would | [thi 

ba ve prevented, but the Falſe Politioks of a Set of Men, =o 1 


hd ww ry * 2 a _ dS _ LCs. 


N S * 


rm their Maxims upon thoſe of every Tottering Commonwealth, 
ibid. col. 2) Now the Whigg Politicians have been ſo 
far from preventing it, that it is well known this. very 
Project, which her Majeſty Executed was firſt ſet 
on Foot by a Great MINISTER in the Laſt 
Reign. It was then far advanced, and would have been 
finiſh'd; had he ſtay'd but a few Months longer in the 
Miniſtry. And it 15 well known, that when it was gra- - 
ciouſly renew d by Her Majeſty, ſome of the Perſons, 
concern'd to bring it to bear, were for. this very Rea» - | 
ſon referr'd to him for his Aſſiſtance. When it came in- 
to the Houſe of Commons, it was mov'd by one or two © 
of the ſame Party, that all the Fir. Fruits and Tenths, as 
the laſt remaining Badge of Popiſh Slavery, might he 
ſunk for ever, and a Fund ſettled by Parliament, in lien 
Jof them, for the preſent Augmentation of Small Livings, 
whereas the other Fund was in a great Meaſure antici- 


pated by Penſions for Life. This the Whiggs actually did 


— 


in that Matter; but they had not then a Majority in the 
Houſe of Commons; ſo that Project came to.nothings 
This can be prov'd, and the Perſons to whom I have 
refer'd, are all of them yet alive. Now, if from more 
ſuch Inſtances as theſe, which may never have come to 
publick Notice, as well as from this, (and more ſuch 1 
could name, were it proper ſo to do,) the Biſnops might 
be led to think, that theſe Men had no Evil Deſigns a- 


I gainſt the Church; their Miſtake (if it were One) is 


the more excuſable; and Men that know nothing 
of their Inducements, cannot paſs a true qudgment up- 
lon their Actions. „ 3 
XVII. I thought at firſt to ſay ſomething in behalf 
pf the Dutch, with whom we are at preſent in ſo ſtrict 
an Alliance. It is not, I believe, uſual in any well- 
govern'd Nation, to ſuffer their Confederates, and ſuch 
onfederates too, to be treated fo courſely in Print, as 
our Examiner treats them. But the Dutch can right them- 
elves, and they have Miniſters of their own here, wo 
Fnow beſt whether ſuch Affronts as theſe ſhould be de- 
; Wpis'd, or complain'd of. Whatſoever they do in this 
atter, this is certain, that the Late Miniſtry will not 
hink themſelves affronted, when they are compar'd 
ith the Dutch, And when they are told that they come 
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never ſuffer. the Toleration, which they allow to Men 
of different Religions, tö break in upon their Con- 


=, 


Hration of Kingdoms, s if rien the whole Art of Govern- 
ment conſifted in the importatigy of Nutmegs, and the curing of 
Herrings, (ibid. Col. 2.) I fancy they will rather wiſh the 

had been of late as thoroi{#hPoliticians,as the Dutch havei 
been ever ſince the four ';1g of their Commonwealth, 
than think it a Reproaci to be compar'd with them at 
all. For this muſt be ſaid of the Dutch, that they are a 
Wiſe and an Underſtandiag People. That they do not 


take their Miniſters of State out of Shops, but the Men 


that manage Publick Buſſneſs among them, have moſt 
of them had a Liberal E cation. That of thoſe whoſe! 
Names we have ſeen in the Accounts of the Affairs of 

that Republick; ſome have formerly been, and ſome now 

are, reckon'd among the firſt Rate Scholars of Europe. 
And what, methinks, {5u'd reconcile ſome among our 
{elves to the Politicks of theſe Republicans, is, That they, 


ſtitution: And what may, and ought to endear 
them to Men of Learning, is, That more curious and 
coftly Books in moſt of it; uſefulleſt Branches, and ſuch 
as will be eſteem d and fught after by Poſterity, have 
been printed in the Territerięs of the United Province: 
within theſe laſt Twent Jeafs, 4 | Importers of 
Nutmegs, and Curers of | Bie Ig, than have been printed 
in all Eurepe beſides: And laſtly, we may remember 
That the Nan a Rigiit to put us in Mind, that without 
their Aſſiſtanct in 1688, Popery and Arbitrary Power, muſt, 
without a Miracle, have ver- run us; and that even 
ſince that Time, we muſt have funk under the Exorbitent 
Power of France, and cur Church and Queen muſt _hayg 
been a Prey to a Pretender impos'd upon us by this 
Exorbitant Power, if thac Tottering Commonweath, as: out 
Author, i/ely calls it, had not heartily join'd with us 
in bearing the Burthen of this Calamitous and Bl | 
War. But T forget my ſelf, and J doubt, ens e 
very things in their Eaycur, for which the Examiner au 
his Friends, are the molt enifg'd againſt them 
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